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Remarks on the Idu of Baeg-je kingdom

Kim Young Wook

It has been a common belief that there were no Idu scripts or
sentences in Baeg-je kingdom. But it was not right. The Idu was
used during the period of Bae—je kingdom.(at least A.D. 6th~7th
centuries). I have confirmed it through decoding rulers’ tomb-
stones at that time. With the results of my decoding of it, I have
found Korean style sentences, which means they had the same
word-order as Korean, at the first-half part of the epitaphs of
the king's and the queen’'s who were the rulers of Baeg-je
kingdom in Korean peninsular at 6th century. In addition to their
word order, I have found several facts of Baeg-je’'s own
expressions in the words and the phrases of the epitaphs of the
king's and the queen's.

It has never been known to the academic society of the
Korean language and literature that Mog-gan(‘scripts on wood’)
was used during the period of Baeg-je kingdom. I am the first
man who introduces it to the academic society. | have decoded it
with modern Korean and I have found that it was a kind of
Baeg-je people’s poetry. So far, it has been a common belief
that there are no poetry remained which was written directly by
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the people of Baeg-je kingdom. But I have revealed in this study
that it was the first original poetry of Baeg-je kingdom and the

oldest of all that were known to us.
*Key words: Baeg—je, Idu, the tombstones of King Muryeong,
Bu-yeo reong sa(‘temple’), Mog-gan(‘scripts on

wood'), poetry of Baeg-je
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